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Join us for the 40th Anniversary of the
Annual Chili Feed & Raffle event
November 10-11 from 11 a.m. to

3 p.m. at the Deschutes Historical
Museum.

Our annual chili feed features
“Millie’s Chili,” cooked with locally
raised Barley Beef from Rastovich
Farms, one of the oldest working
family farms in the county. Who is the
famous Millie? See page 7 to learn
more about her and the family behind
the recipe.

Buy tickets for our fundraising raffle
that includes packages from the

i A 8] Shops at the Old Mill, Bend Night

Y ‘i‘:‘::;‘,;;jfg‘;;m by - «| Market vendors, Wanderlust Tours,

e and Wine for a Year!

Museum admission is free throughout
the event. Chili can be bought “to go”
or enjoyed on site with a side of pie a
la mode.

We hope to see you there!
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Rex Barber and Operation Vengeance

By Mike Berry

2023 marks the 80" anniversary of one of the most
remarkable and daring military missions in World War II: A 400
mile low-level flight of 16 U.S. Army P-38 “Lightning” fighter
planes sent to intercept and shoot down a Japanese G4M
"Betty" bomber carrying Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, the
commander-in-chief of the Japanese Combined Fleet and
architect of Japan’s December 7, 1941 sneak attack on Pearl
Harbor.

One of the U.S. pilots who volunteered for this potential
suicide mission was a 26 year old Central Oregonian, Lt. Rex T.
Barber. Barber was a seasoned combat veteran and an
exceptional pilot. He was therefore selected as one of the four
pilots in the “Killer Flight” component of the mission. It was
Barber who shot down Yamamoto’s plane, an event that many
historians believe marked a turning point in the Pacific War,
boosting American morale and dealing a severe blow to
Japan’s military leadership and strategic capabilities.

Rex T. Barber was born in Culver, Oregon on May 6, 1917. His
father, William C. “Bill” Barber, arrived in Central Oregon in
1898 and by 1905 was farming a homestead southwest of
Juniper Butte in Jefferson County. In 1910 Bill Barber was one
of the founders of the town of Culver, Oregon and in 1914 he
married Charlotte King, who had arrived in Culver two years
earlier to teach school in Opal City.

Despite his father’s old-
timey ways, Rex was
savvy to the increasing
progress of technology
and became entranced
by his Uncle Edgar’s
stories of flying a plane
during World War I. At
the age of 11, desirous
to take to the air, Rex
made a bedsheet
parachute, jumped off a
barn and broke an arm.

Rex attended Linfield
College and later
transferred to Oregon

Colonel Rex T. Barber (source: U.S. Air
Force) Barber, a combat veteran of WWII
and the Korean War, retired as an Air Force
Colonel and was awarded the Navy Cross,
State University. In 1940, the silver Star, the Air Medal and the Purple
with war clouds on the Heart. He is in the American Combat Airman

Hall of Fame and was an ace, having shot

horizon, he enlisted in
down at least 5 enemy planes.

the Army, intent on
becoming a pilot. After graduating from pilot training in late
1941, he was assigned to a fighter squadron in the Philippines.
He and his fellow pilots were on a transport ship halfway to
Hawaii when news reached them that their first destination,
Pearl Harbor, was being attacked by

As a youngster, Rex worked on his parents’ dryland wheat
farm. His father was not very trusting of newfangled
technology and in 1926 the Barber family still did not own an
automobile. They traveled that year to the dedication
ceremony of the Crooked River High Bridge (spanning the
Crooked River Gorge along The Dalles-California Highway) in
a horse-drawn wagon. This new highway bridge, about 800
feet east of the 1911 Oregon Trunk Railway Bridge, was
heralded as a modern engineering marvel. After the
ceremony, as 9-year-old Rex hoisted himself back onto the
buckboard for the slow ride home, it’s not likely that he
could have imagined how he would visit the High Bridge 20
years later in a much more modern and newfangled means
of conveyance.

the Japanese. The surprise attack
had been planned and orchestrated
by Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto.

Yamamoto was a well-educated and
complex man from a Japanese
Samurai family. He studied at
Harvard University in the early 1920s
and served as a naval attaché in
Washington, D.C., learning fluent
English during his stay. He traveled
throughout the U.S. and became
familiar with the country and its

Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto
photo from Wikipedia

- Continued on page 3
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Continued from P. 2— Rex Barber

people. He was opposed to Japan’s invasion of
China, the multilateral pact with Nazi Germany and
fascist Italy, and plans to wage war against the U.S.
Despite these views, he was first and foremost a
Samurai warrior totally devoted to the Emperor’s
wishes, writing “To die for Emperor and Nation is the [§
highest hope of a military man” and “I'm against
war with the United States. But | am an officer of the
Imperial Navy and a subject of His Majesty the
Emperor”.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, Rex Barber’s
transport ship was told to return to San Francisco.
As the ship sailed back to the U.S. spirits were low.
It’s not likely that he could have imagined that he
would be training his fighter plane’s gunsights on
Yamamoto’s lumbering “Betty” bomber 16 months
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later. Map by Major John Mitchel. Green line is the route of U.S. flight and yellow line is Yamamoto’s
flight. (source: National Museum of the Pacific War- pacificwarmuseum.org)

Near the end of December 1941 Rex’s squadron

shipped out for Fiji where the Allied counter-offensive started
building up steam. By December of 1942 his 339" Fighter
Squadron was stationed on Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands
chain.

Guadalcanal is a mountainous tropical rainforest, nominally 90
miles long and 25 miles wide, with the highest point towering
7,660 feet above the Solomon Sea. After the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, they conquered the Philippines, British
Malaya, and the Dutch East Indies. They then rapidly expanded
into the western Pacific, invading many islands to build a
defensive ring around their newly conquered territories. The
Japanese invaded Guadalcanal in May 1942. The Allies were
quick to react to the threat now posed to Australia, a mere
1,000 miles southwest of the island, and in August U.S.
Marines landed and secured the strategic airfield named
Henderson Field after a Marine aviator killed in the Battle of
Midway. Fierce fighting continued on the island for the next
half year, with over 7,000 U.S. troops killed in combat
defending the island between August 1942 and February 1943.

During this time the 339" fighter squadron was busy
supporting ground troops, attacking enemy ships, escorting
bombers and tangling with the notorious Japanese Mitsubishi
A6M "Zero” fighter plane. In mid-April 1943 U.S. naval intelli-
gence decrypted an Imperial Navy message revealing that
Admiral Yamamoto was to visit and inspect forward positions
around the island of Bougainville, 400 miles north of
Guadalcanal.

Yamamoto, to his detriment, was known to U.S. intelligence as
a man who stuck to very exacting schedules. His inspection
game plan was laid out precisely in the message and the U.S.
decided to strike. Yamamoto’s plan was to depart Rabaul (on
the island of New Guinea) at 6:00 a.m. on April 18, 1943 in a
“Betty” bomber escorted by 6 “Zero” fighters and arrive at the
airfield at Ballale Island south of the large island of Bougainville
at 8:00 a.m. His complicated schedule then involved visiting
various military emplacements via war ships and planes before
returning to Rabaul at 3:40 p.m.

The easiest and most predictable leg to intercept Yamamoto
was his arrival at Ballale Island. The 400 mile distance to this
location was only obtainable by one type of U.S. plane, the
twin-engine P-38 Lightning equipped with two “drop tanks” —
under-wing bomb-shaped fuel tanks that carried hundreds of
gallons of extra fuel that was used at the beginning of a
mission and then jettisoned before combat.

Fighter pilot Major John W. Mitchell of the 339" Fighter
Squadron was selected as the mission commander of
“Operation Vengeance” and set to work planning the
interception. This was no easy task. The sixteen P-38s would
need to fly 400 miles to the intercept point and, with the
available fuel left, would only have about 10 minutes “over
target” before skedaddling back to Guadalcanal before running
out of fuel. To avoid detection by radar, ships and ground
observers they would need to fly 50 feet above the sea at 200
MPH and stay as far away from land as possible. Flying this low
and far out to sea would make it impossible to identify visible
checkpoints along their two-hour outbound flight. The
calculations for each leg’s compass bearings, flight speeds and
time would need to be perfect.

A compass, a watch and an airspeed indicator; these are the
three apparatuses that the longest and most precise aerial
interception ever attempted would rely on. Mitchell estimated
that Yamamoto’s flight would average 180 MPH on a straight
line from Rabaul to Ballale Island. He wanted to intercept the
Japanese above the southern tip of Bougainville as the bomber
started its descent to Ballale. Mitchell worked out where
Yamamoto would be, time-wise, at the intercept point, and
then worked a route back to Henderson Field that the
squadron would need to take. These calculations gave Mitchell
the exact time the planes would be rolling down the runway,
headed for destiny.

Even though Yamamoto was scheduled to be escorted by only
6 fighter planes, there were Japanese
- Continued on page 4
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Continued from P. 3— Rex Barber

airbases on the south tip of Bougainville and at the
destination of Ballale that were home to hundreds of
Japanese fighter planes. The commanders of these bases
would no doubt want to impress the Admiral of the Imperial
Combined Fleets with an imposing show of force. Mitchell and
his men would likely be flying into a hornet swarm of enemy
fighters. Deep into enemy territory with barely enough fuel
for one quick tussle against Japanese airpower. If this wasn’t
the recipe for a suicide mission, nothing was.

The U.S. squadron would consist of four planes in the attack
flight and 12 in the cover flight. The attack flight would climb
up from the low-level approach and attack Yamamoto’s
bomber while the cover flight would zoom up higher to
engage the escort fighters. Captain Tom Lanphier was the
attack flight leader and Rex Barber was his wingman. By
definition, a wingman is a pilot that flies just outside and
behind the wing of the leading pilot in order to provide
protective support.

On the Morning of April 18, 1943, Captain John Mitchell’s
navigation proved to be flawless and on the final leg of the
intercept, just as planned, the Zeros and Betty Bombers were
sighted over Bougainville. Bombers. Plural. There were two
bombers, not one. Lanphier streaked towards the lead
bomber with Barber on his wing. As they nosed slightly up
towards the bomber Lanphier unexpectedly broke up and
away into a steep 45° climb to engage three Zeros diving
down at them. This left Rex

towards and shoot down a Zero that was about to pounce on
another P-38. With the mission accomplished and fuel running
low, the American planes hightailed it back towards
Guadalcanal. With the help of a tailwind, Barber was able to
make the 400 mile journey without a drop of fuel left in the
tanks when he touched down. His P-38, Miss Virginia, had 52
bullet holes in it and bits of the second, exploding, Betty
bomber embedded in the leading edge of the left wing.

15 of the 16 planes returned safely. Lt. Ray Hine’s plane was
seen trailing vapor on the return trip, but he disappeared
forever somewhere over the Solomon Sea.

The mission was a resounding success but the U.S. feared the
Japanese would assume that their code had been broken and
would immediately change it. The U.S. set up a ruse to dispel
this realization by sending subsequent flights into the
Bougainville area to make the enemy think this was now a
standard patrol mission and that the April 18 patrol had just
gotten lucky. Very, very lucky. The Japanese fell for this
deception and did not modify their encrypted communications
code.

Controversies: Unfortunately this amazingly executed mission
was rife with controversies. One of the other pilots claimed
that he shot down the plane carrying Yamamoto, even though
it was not clear at the time which Betty bomber Yamamoto
was in. In the early 1990s an investigation of the crash site
confirmed that Yamamoto was in the first plane downed by
Barber, given his reports on battle damage to the plane
compared with 1943

to continue the attack on the
lead bomber alone. He posi-
tioned himself 100 feet be-
hind the Betty, so close that
the big bomber filled his gun-
sight. Raking it with bursts
from his guns, he saw the
engines start smoking as the
bullet riddled plane listed to
the left and then plummeted
into the jungle. Looking back
he saw the black smoke
rising from the crash site and
then caught site of three
Zeros diving down towards
him from behind. He
firewalled the throttles to
outrun them as two of his
fellow P-38 pilots flew into
the fray and scattered the
Zeros.

Rex scanned the surrounding area and caught sight of the
second Betty fleeing south along the coast towards Ballale
airfield with two P-38s on its tail. It was so low that the props
were throwing up spray from the ocean. From his vantage
point above the fight, Barber rolled into position behind the
bomber and helped dispatch it with a well-placed burst. He
flew through the resulting explosion just in time to turn

@ THE HOMESTEADER

recovery notes by the
Japanese. Sixteen men
were tasked to complete
this mission and as a unit
they succeeded. A more
distressing tale is that of
the Navy Admiral William
“Bull” Halsey denying the
nominations for 5 of the
pilots, including Barber,
Mitchell and Lanphier, to
receive the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Halsey
personally had the
nomination “downgraded”
to the nation’s second
highest award for heroism,
the Navy Cross.

Mission Accomplished! by Roy Grinnell, showing Barber’s attack on the Betty bomber
as 3 Zeros in background prepare to attack. Courtesy of Irene Grinnell -
roygrinnellart.com

After Operation Vengeance
Barber was sent back to the
U.S. to serve as an Army
flight instructor. He volunteered to go back into combat and
was sent to fight the Japanese in China. On April 29, 1944 he
was shot down by a Zero and bailed out of his plane. As he
exited the plane his right arm and left ankle were broken. Two
Chinese boys saw him land, helped him hide his parachute and
hid him from a Japanese patrol sent to find him. The Chinese

concealed him in a village where a .
- Continued on page 5



Continued from P. 4— Rex Barber

doctor tended to his wounds. Chinese resistance fighters
smuggled him 250 miles to safety.

Barber stayed in the Air Force after the war and was a test
pilot for the first operational U.S. jet, the P-80 Shooting Star.
In 1946 he was given clearance to fly one of these to Oregon
to visit his family. In this jet he again visited the Crooked River
High Bridge he and his family had clip-clopped to 20 years
prior, this time swooping his Shooting Star down into the
Crooked River gorge and flying under both the railroad and
the highway bridges. In 2000, 54 years later, a third bridge

: . ) - Peter Skene
would span this section of the gorge, which was dedicated as : Ogdon State

the Rex T. Barber Veterans Memorial Bridge in 2003.

The three bridges over the Crooked River Gorge 2.5 miles north of Terrebonne
showing the route of Rex Barber’s P-80 Shooting Star 1946 flight under the 1911
and 1926 bridges.

A P-80 Shooting Star like the one Barber flew under the Crooked River
Bridges (Source: U.S. Air Force)

A Story of Three Bridges

Produced by Chuck Hutchings

Top to Bottom: 1911 Railroad bridge,
1926 Crooked River High Bridgen The

Rex went on to serve in the Korean War and by the time he Rex T. Barber Memorial Bridge. Photo
retired in 1961 he had achieved the rank of Colonel. In 1947, b Gabe Shakour,
A R A industrialscenery.blogspot.com

he married Margaret Smith and they settled in Culver after
retirement. Rex was active in the Culver community, serving ~ Right: For sale in the DHM gift shop, “A

lunt firefight d . Littl Story of Three Bridges” is a 30-minute
as mayor, a volunteer firefighter, and sponsoring a Little film produced by Chuck Hutchings,
League baseball team. He resumed farming and later moved featured on OPB in 2011, documenting
to the Terrebonne/Lower Bridge area. He enjoyed reuniting the stories of the three bridges above.
with old military buddies, but many locals had no idea about
his heroic war-time deeds. He was just a retired veteran, a
good citizen, neighbor, and a farmer. He died in 2001, aged
84, in Terrebonne and was survived by Margaret and his sons
Rex Jr. and Richard, his two sisters Mary Elizabeth Clement
and Eileen Olson, and three grandchildren. He is buried in the
Redmond Memorial Cemetery.

This 30-minute film, featu
, featured on i i
March, 2011, documents the qmc ooy mpr'e’Z":fnm"i:? pDrly
C over the magnifi - 3
Crooked River Gorge in Central 6?&?»50 footose
© 2010, Chuck Hutchings "

Rex Barber Jr. continues to farm some of the family lands in
the Lower Bridge area. He said that his dad considered the
Operation Vengeance mission just another mission and felt
that John Mitchell deserved all the credit for the mission’s
success. In an interview with the Madras Pioneer, Rex Junior
said “I’'m thoroughly convinced that Yamamoto and Dad
would have been friends because they both loved to play

This photo shows the business end of the Lighting with four 50 caliber machine

) ) guns and a 20 mm cannon mounted in the nose. A 165 gallon drop tank is
bridge and were both poker players, gamblers. mounted under the wing.

This is the author’s father, Lt. John T. Berry, and his P-38 Lightning “Sugar

Baby” on Guadalcanal in February 1944.
THE HOMESTEADER @



NTEER CORNER
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We are pleased to spotlight Rashelle Maplethorpe for M a pletho rpe

November’s Volunteer Corner. Rashelle is one of our

newer voluhteers and many regular V|5|tor§ to the By Rebekah Averette
museum might not have had the opportunity to meet

her, at least not at the museum! You may have seen her at her full time job at the Deschutes
Public Library.

Rashelle volunteers a few hours each week at the museum, but her volunteer hours are
scheduled before the museum is even open and then she dashes across the street to her post
at the library. The museum feels very lucky to have her on board; her laid back demeanor and
friendliness are always a welcome bright spot on the mornings she volunteers on the third
floor. Rashelle has already taken on several collections projects and with constant new
acquisitions and an ongoing data-cleanup project for our existing records, her assistance is
both needed and very much appreciated!

Rashelle was born in Portland and grew up in various spots throughout the metro area,
including: Milwaukie, Tualatin, Aurora, and Oregon City. She moved to Central Oregon to
pursue a Bachelor’s degree at OSU Cascades and has been here ever since. She lived in
Prineville for two years before moving to the city of Bend, where she has been for the last
eight years.

Rashelle went to school for social work and began her career in that field, working with
children and families. The demands of that job took a toll and she began struggling to find a
work-life balance that worked for her. She found herself dreaming of working at the library, so
five years ago she made the transition to full time work at the downtown library. Her work at
the library is more akin to social work than she expected, and Rashelle feels her job allows her
to help people “just enough to fulfill my helping heart without too much emotional
attachment.” Part of her position at the library is working as a volunteer liaison and assisting
with volunteer training. She loves the relationships she is able to establish with her
volunteers.

She also assists with the “Lawyer in the Library” program, connecting community members to
volunteer lawyers who provide participants with free 30-minute legal consultation. Rashelle
also helps process interlibrary loans, but her favorite area to work at the library is in the
children’s area. She so enjoys her work, she is considering whether to go to school to earn a m&?\
Master’s in Library Science and become a librarian.

Although Rashelle works hard, she also enjoys the benefits of living in beautiful Central
Oregon. She loves hiking and exploring the outdoors. Some of her favorite hikes are on Mt.
Hood, but she also loves wandering the river trail in the Old Mill. When she’s not out on the
trails, Rashelle enjoys playing board games with friends and creating art. She is excited to be
signed up for a pottery class early next year, which will help her reach her personal goal of =22
devoting more time to her art. f Sy =

Rashelle and her partner Daniel also make their way to the Oregon Coast whenever they have K B ﬁ
the chance. They especially love visiting Newport, which is home to many favorites: South L ) 1

Beach Fish Market, the Chubby Little Mermaid Bakery, and the Yaquina Head Outstanding

Natural Area, as well as spending time whale watching.

As a library employee, it is natural that Rashelle enjoys books and she has favorite genres in all

different categories. In the adult section, she most enjoys mysteries, thrillers and biographies.

Her favorite teen books are fantasies and she loves graphic novels and picture books in the children’s section. And while
she’s reading, what might Rashelle be listening to? She enjoys a wide range of music, including her favorite band, Queen,
but also Etta James, Sam Cooke, Olivia Rodrigo, and Post Malone.

@ THE HOMESTEADER



Cooler Weather Means Chili Time

Veteran's Day is not far off and with the Deschutes Historical Museum busy
with chili preparations, that means it's time for our Annual Chili Feed and
Raffle. For 40 years the Deschutes County Historical Society has been
serving up "Millie's Chili" over Veteran's Day weekend. This fundraiser
supports programming year-round at the museum.

But why is it called Millie's Chili? Who is Millie?

This story goes back to the opening of the Deschutes Historical Museum in
1980, when several women from the historical society were looking for
ways to fund the newly opened museum. Millie Rastovich Chopp was one
of the original organizers. After a not-so-successful attempt with chicken
soup, the answer was found in Millie's family chili recipe and, as they say,
history was made.

Millie was born on February 14, 1915, and was the first of seven children
born to Anna and George Rastovich. When Millie was four the family
moved to Bend. Here she would grow up on the family farm, marry and
raise three daughters. Instead of retiring at the age of 62, Millie opened
Koffee Korner in the Wagner Mall and later was selected as Deschutes
Pioneer Queen of 1992. Her father had a reputation for his skills in the
kitchen, and it may be from him Millie inherited her cooking genes.

.3
A

Left front: Millie Chopp and her sister Marie Barnum. Right: Susie Chopp Penhollow

Now it is Millie's daughter Susie Chopp Penhollow who is the keeper of the
"Rastovich Recipe" and carries on the tradition of the chili in the Chili Feed.
Susie was born and raised in Bend and has fond memories of her time spent
playing on her grandparents’ farm. When her mother, Millie started the
Chili Feed, Susie started volunteering at the Deschutes Historical Museum.
When Millie passed away in 1994, Susie stepped in to keep the tradition
going. The Chili feed has become the Museum's longest running fundraiser
to date.

Although a tightly kept secret, the recipe does have another family
connection. The locally raised Barley Beef used in the chili comes from the
Rastovich Family Farms, the only official working Century Farm in Deschutes
County. Here's a fun fact: the farm, which started operations in 1919, has a
barn cellar which was once used to store alcohol during Prohibition. Today
the farm's cattle are feed with spent grain from breweries across Central
Oregon.

This year the Annual Chili Feed and Raffle is held November 10 and 11,
11:00 am to 3:00 pm. Chili is $10.00 per bowl and is available to go.
Admission to the museum is free during the two-day event, with available
off-street parking. Be aware of road closures Saturday, November 11, due
to the Veteran's Day Parade downtown.

Augus

We fondly remember a Life Member of
the Deschutes County Historical Society,
Maxine Elizabeth Michie (Kelley). She was

born in Redmond, raised
in Bend, Oregon and
graduated from Bend
High School in the class
of 1940. Parents Claude
and Mildred Kelley were
lifelong residents of
Bend. Claude, being a
pioneer photographer,
took many of the early photos
that have adorned the walls of the
Deschutes Historical Museum, and his
camera is part of the collection. Maxine
married Milan Andrew Michie of Redmond
in 1947 and raised a family in southern
California.

Maxine passed away at the age of 101 in
Fullerton, California. She is survived by a
brother, Gary Kelley of Bend, also 4
children, 4 grandchildren, and 3 great
grandchildren, as well as nieces and
nephews.

Maxine’s daughter lillian shares that she
loved reading the Homesteader, and
keeping up with the DCHS. Maxine will be
missed.

Tributes
Ralph C. Curtis

Jean Rotter
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In addition to a delicious chili lunch, tickets for
our raffle are available with a chance to win gift
baskets, selected from local businesses,

including Wild Birds Unlimited, Legends Cider, Raffle tickets are $1 each,
Wanderlust Tours, The Old Mill District, 6 for 35, or
Newport Market, vendors from the Bend Night 25 for $20.

Market. and more! Cash, check or credit card

You can only buy tickets at the Chili Feed and Raffle, November 10 & 11 from 11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m., but winners
need not be present at drawing. Proceeds support DCHS programs throughout the year.

Some raffle packages from 2022

Deschutes Historical Museum

Mark Your Calendars Chili Feed and Raffle

NOVEMBER est & 10w
n ! . ,
10 & 11 CHILI FEED AND RAFFLE ZIlze;g
11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. Deschutes Historical Museum Chlll
11 THE 22nd ANNUAL VETERAN’S DAY PARADE
11:00 a.m. Downtown Bend November 10-11, 2023

23 CLOSED FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
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